Bloemfontein Regional Office Hosts EPWP National Youth Service Graduation Ceremony

Article & Pictures by: Thembela Sehlapelo

The Bloemfontein Regional Office of the Department of Public
Works and Infrastructure (DPWI) hosted a graduation
ceremony to honour young participants who successfully
completed the National Youth Service (NYS) Programme.
The event was held at Bon Hotel in Bloemfontein, Free State.
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This initiative was a collaborative effort between the
Department of Public Works and Infrastructure and the
Department of Employment and Labour. A total of 41
participants were recruited from the Mangaung Metro,
including Bloemfontein, Botshabelo, and Thaba-Nchu.

Over a 12-month period, participants were trained towards
obtaining a National Certificate in Construction. The training

focused on key trades and skills areas, including:

e Building

e Occupational Health and Safety (OHS)
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e Plumbing

e Establishing and preparing a work area

e Reading and interpreting construction drawings and
specifications

The ceremony was officiated by Dr. Motsamai Motsoari, Deputy
Director-General in the Office of the Premier, who encouraged
the graduates to use their newly acquired skills to create
opportunities—not only for themselves but also for others in
their communities. “Be the job creators, not job seekers,” he
urged.

Ms. Karabo Malebese, NYS Deputy Director at the
Bloemfontein Regional Office, also addressed the graduates.
She reminded them to put their skills to good use and to
continue building a better future for themselves and their
families.
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